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Dear New Employee:
Congratulations on your selection for a position at the Alexandria Veterans Affairs Healthcare System! The VA values your skills and welcomes you as a member of our diverse workforce.

The Alexandria/Pineville area is a great place to live! You will find small town charms with big city options in the Alexandria/Pineville Area. Centrally located in the state, this area is known as the Heart of Louisiana. The Alexandria/Pineville Area offers several art museums and enrichment centers. The downtown Alexandria Cultural Arts District, where original art purchases are tax-free, is a great place to start your art excursion. Stop by River Oaks Square Arts Center to watch local artists while they work in their studios.
The Heart of Louisiana is also a great place to catch a theatrical, dance, or musical performance at one of our many state-of-the-art venues. Central Louisiana is rich in many areas of history, especially military history. From the Civil War’s Red River Campaign to the Louisiana Maneuvers of World War II, thousands upon thousands of soldiers have marched through this area. Stroll the ramparts of the Civil War-era earthen forts at Forts Randolph & Buhlow State Historic Site.

The Rapides Parish School Board (http://www.rpsb.us/) contains information on the city’s schools that will be helpful if you have school-aged children. Phone: (318) 487-0888. 
Please check out the sites below to find information on 
http://www.cenla.org/jobs/regional-data - Contains information on demographics, cost of living, and regional profiles. 

http://www.cenlachamber.org/why-cenla - Information from the Cenla Chamber of Commerce
http://www.pineville.net/ - Information on the City of Pineville, Louisiana
https://www.tourlouisiana.com/content.cfm?id=16 – The Louisiana travel directory provides information on the arts including, music, museums, theaters, and well as festivals.
http://alexandriapinevillela.com/ - Offers great ideas for things to do in the local area.
Moving to a new community can be overwhelming. At new employee orientation, you’ll meet with a mentor to help guide you in your career here at the VA. He or she will be a resource of needed information on the local areas, if desired. 
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