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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Environmental Assessment (EA) has been completed in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1970 (NEPA) for property known as the Enhanced Use Lease Property, located on the Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) Campus at 2495 Shreveport Highway 71 North, Pineville, Louisiana; Rapides Parish Parcel ID 19764.  This report was prepared for Emax Financial and Real Estate Advisory Services, LLC, 60 Broad Street, 35th Floor, Suite 3501, New York, New York 10004.

The subject property consists of approximately 7-acres of undeveloped, mostly wooded land, on the west side of Shreveport Highway 71 North, across from the VAMC main campus located on the east side of Shreveport Highway 71 North. The property is owned by the VAMC and an Enhanced Use Lease (EUL) Development is being proposed for this vacant portion of the campus to provide housing for homeless veterans. 

The overall surrounding campus is ideal for this housing expansion. The buildings located on the VAMC campus are listed in the National Register of Historic Places and will not be disturbed by this project. The proposed EUL site sits just south, southeast of the historical site boundaries and will be developed as a multi-use facility. The facility will be designed to fit into the existing land use of the area.

Environmental concerns that will be addressed include wildlife habitat, soil erosion, and stormwater runoff. The existing site is currently wooded and does not provide the habitat for the endangered red-cockaded woodpecker. Soil erosion concerns will be addressed as part of the site development as well as construction of a stormwater bio-retention to collect and treat runoff from impermeable surfaces.

Based on this overall environmental assessment, Stone Environmental concludes that no significant environmental impacts will result from the proposed project and that an Environmental Impact Statement is not required.  

2 INTRODUCTION
2.1 Project Background

This NEPA Environmental Assessment is being conducted to evaluate the community and environmental impact of developing an Enhanced Use Lease Development for homeless veteran housing on currently undeveloped property across from the Alexandria VAMC Campus along Shreveport Highway in Pineville, Louisiana. Vicinity and location maps of the site are presented in Figure 1.
2.2 Purpose

The purpose of this report is to present a discussion of various site attributes to assure compliance with NEPA.  The information contained in the report will be sufficient to determine whether an environmental impact statement is required or a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) can be issued to the site.  

2.3 Detailed Scope of Services

This NEPA report was developed according to the following scope of services:

· Identify and discuss physical setting factors that pertain to the site such as wetlands and flood plains, soils and geology, hydrology and water quality, and vegetation and wildlife; 
· Obtain information about the current site including property description and easements, overall facility aesthetics, air quality, solid waste, transportation and parking, and utilities.  Include information regarding the resident population and proposed full-time residents;

· Complete a review of the property including an inventory of all information available about it (including old building plans, proposed improvements, etc.);

· Collect information regarding local community services (police, fire, etc.), land use, noise regulations, documented controversies, and historic preservation issues;
· Develop a matrix summary of the information collected above and create an impact assessment of the proposed improvements along with a determination of the cumulative effect of this improvement to the facility;

· Analyze the identified environmental impacts and develop a detailed description of mitigative measures for any adverse environmental impacts identified.  Include a statement of what unavoidable adverse environmental impacts would remain after mitigation.

2.4 Limitations and Exceptions

Stone Environmental prepared this EA report based on information obtained during review of past Phase I ESA reports, interviews, and information that is available as part of the public domain.  The information contained in this report is correct to the best of our knowledge. The report represents an effort to collect reasonably ascertainable information about the property and to determine the environmental impact of the proposed new facility on the surrounding area.

3 SITE DESCRIPTION

3.1 Location and Legal Description

The subject property is located within Section 2, Township 4 N, Range 1W, in Rapides Parish, Pineville, Louisiana. The property is located on the north side of Pineville, just to the east of Shreveport Highway across from the Alexandria VAMC campus located at 2495 Shreveport Highway. The subject site consists of an approximate 7-acre wooded portion of the property owned by the VAMC on the east side of the highway. Figure 1 details the location of the proposed site development and the general vicinity surrounding the property.

3.2 Site and Vicinity General Characteristics

As seen in Figure 2, the subject property is an approximately 7-acre lot that is part of Rapides Parish Parcel ID 2400267001000201, owned by the Federal Government and containing the VAMC Alexandria campus. The VAMC main campus is located on the west side of Shreveport Highway and the proposed EUL site is located to the east of the highway. As shown in Figure 3, the subject property itself is a primarily wooded and undeveloped lot.  A natural gas pipeline runs underground across the subject property. The site is fenced on all sides except for the north and a locked access gate is located along the highway on the western property boundary. A water well and pump house are located in the extreme southeast side of the site within the wooded area. 

3.3 Current Uses of the Adjoining Properties

The surrounding area consists of the following:

North:

USDA Forest Service;

South:

Residential properties;

East:

Wooded vacant land;

West:
Shreveport Highway and the VAMC Alexandria Campus.

The closest facility to the subject property is the VAMC main campus to the west, across Shreveport Highway. The main campus contains several historic buildings and green spaces and is a medical treatment facility for veterans in the area. Directly to the north of the subject property are several historic buildings used for VAMC staff housing. The USDA Forestry Service is located further to the north beyond the VAMC staff buildings.  Several residential properties are located to the south of the subject property and are surrounded by additional privately owned wooded property that runs along the eastern boundary of the subject property.

3.4 Description of Currently Existing and Proposed Site Improvements

The subject property is currently approximately 7-acres of undeveloped wooded land. A small well pump house is located on the southeast corner of the site and contains an uncapped water well.  A locked metal gate is located along the west side of the property along Shreveport Highway near the southwest corner of the site and the south, east and west sides of the property boundary are fenced. Underground natural gas lines are located from the southwest corner of the property and beyond throughout the site. A single pole-mounted transformer is located across Shreveport Highway near the southwest corner of the site and overhead utilities run along the opposite side of Shreveport Highway. Overhead utilities are also located along the south property boundary and a connection runs to the old pump house. 

According to Mr. Gerald DeWorth, Administrative Assistant to the Director of the Alexandria VAMC, a contractor has been recently selected by the developer of the site to cap the water well and remove the pump house prior to development of the site. According to Mr. DeWorth, this project will be taking place very soon.

After the clearing and removal of a large portion of the wooded lot, the proposed EUL site design includes the development of an approximately 60,600 square foot assisted living / independent living complex with five wings of living quarters ranging from full care “hospital like” rooms to step down living quarters with full apartment style amenities. These apartments will include one bedroom, two bedroom, and family suite units. The five wing complex will be located in the east-central portion of the site and will include drive access along the south side of the buildings to gain access from a paved parking lot along the west side of the site adjacent to Shreveport Highway to the back side of the property. A stormwater retention pond will be located at the northwest corner of the site and the remainder of the property will be landscaped and include multiple trees throughout the site. An enclosed playground will be located near the north side of the complex and two enclosed/secure courtyards will be located on the south side of the facility. A sidewalk will be constructed along Shreveport Highway as well as surrounding the complex itself. An additional access road loop can be incorporated into this design to the north of the complex if it is deemed necessary by the local Fire officials during the planning phases of this project. Figure 4 further details the proposed site design for the EUL project.

4 ALTERNATIVE EVALUATION

4.1 Development of Alternatives
Alternatives for the proposed EUL development were explored based on the location of the existing site and vicinity, environmental impact of the expansion, as well as the results of the socioeconomic impact of the expansion project. Based on these criteria, the following alternatives were considered:

Alternative 1 - 
No action;
Alternative 2 - 
Renovate existing buildings on the VAMC campus to serve as the homeless housing facility, and, 

 Alternative 3 -
Develop the site as proposed.
Alternative 1 – No Action
Data obtained from the US Census Bureau as referenced in “Veteran Homelessness: A Supplemental Report to the 2009 Annual Homelessness Assessment Report to Congress as well as information on homeless shelters in the region were reviewed to determine an approximate number of homeless veterans in the region. According to the US Census Bureau data for 2009, out of 313,600 residents in the state of Louisiana, 12,504 of these residents were homeless. Of this number, 1,985 of these homeless residents were veterans.

Only seven homeless shelters were found in the Homeless Shelter Directory for the cities of Pineville and Alexandria combined.  Based on the number of homeless veterans in the region in 2009, a facility such as the proposed EUL site would appear to have a positive impact on the region not only for the potential of lowering the number of homeless veterans relying on the shelters in the region, but also for the creation of potential employment opportunities for the residents of Pineville and Alexandria for daily operations of the complex.

Alternative 2 - 
Renovate existing buildings on the VAMC campus to serve as the homeless housing facility.

The existing structures on the VAMC campus were reviewed to determine which structures could potentially be utilized for this type of project. The buildings north of the proposed EUL site were considered in depth as they are in close proximity to the main VAMC campus. These five structures are currently being utilized as staff quarters for the VAMC. Potential issues with utilizing these structures include displacement of the current staff quarters and the impact of changes to the architecture of these historical buildings and the surrounding grounds to accommodate the proposed assisted living / independent living complex. Each of these structures would likely require significant architectural upgrades to be in compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA). Some of the changes required to meet the ADA standards may not be feasible or the costs to do so would outweigh the costs of new facilities.
Based on review of the subject property in relation to surrounding roads, structures, utilities, costs, and environmental and socioeconomic factors, pursuing Alternative 2 is not considered feasible.

Alternative 3 – Develop the Site as Proposed
Development of the proposed EUL site would have no negative impact on the historical significance of the VAMC campus as it is just outside of the historic district.

Providing housing, counseling, and job placement services in close proximity to the VAMC make the most sense when taking into consideration transportation for both veterans and employees of the VAMC alike.

Development of the housing facility will ease strains on area homeless shelters and, with the aid of counseling and job placement services provided by the VAMC, this project has the potential to ultimately help homeless veterans transition back to working members of the community who may be able to leave the facility and transition back to independent living in the future. For disabled homeless veterans, this housing project could assist them with becoming more independent and also find permanent employment that can accommodate their needs.

Based on review of the subject property in relation to surrounding roads, structures, utilities, and environmental and socioeconomic factors, Alternative 3 provides the potential for a positive impact on the region.

5 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF THE ALTERNATIVES

5.1 Aesthetics

Alternative 1

Potential impacts do not apply to this alternative.

Alternative 2

This alternative has the potential to create a negative impact on the aesthetics of the VAMC campus. Developing the facility utilizing existing buildings on the campus such as the staff quarters poses the potential risk of the loss of historical value of existing structures. To fully explore the depth of negative impact, the existing structures would need to be inspected and compared with the proposed EUL site facility to determine the amount of construction and renovation necessary to achieve a facility that would compare to the proposed EUL project.

Alternative 3

The proposed developed of the EUL site would incorporate multi-residential property with landscaping and green spaces. Although the central portion of the site will be cleared for housing, parking lots and driveway access, the surrounding area of the property would be landscaped to maintain abundant trees and green spaces. The landscaping of the site would also include the development of a stormwater retention pond in the northwest corner of the site to help eliminate runoff issues with the paved areas of the property. The surrounding wooded areas beyond the site boundaries will remain undeveloped. During the construction phase, of this project, the potential exists for a temporary increase in noise and stormwater runoff, but the completed project should be well developed to incorporate the natural surroundings of the site.

5.2 Air Quality
Alternative 1

Potential impacts do not apply to this alternative.

Alternatives 2 and 3

A temporary impact on air quality can be expected during the construction phase of either alternative due to the presence of construction vehicles at the site. Alternative 2 could pose a greater potential of negative impact during the construction phase if it were to be determined that any asbestos containing materials or lead based paint exists in the buildings on the VAMC campus to be renovated. In that case, protective measures would need to be taken to properly remove these materials from the structures during renovation.

Currently no major air permits were found on the US EPA database for the VAMC campus. The campus does hold a minor air permit for potentially uncontrolled emissions but is far enough from the proposed EUL site and the staff quarters buildings that air quality should not be adversely affected in either alternative. 
The Procter and Gamble Manufacturing Co. is located further to the northeast along Monroe Highway. This facility is listed in the USEPA databases as a Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) reporter and is a major air permit holder This facility is located beyond one mile from the proposed EUL site and therefore is beyond a standard radii that would be of concern for either alternative.

5.3 Cultural Resources

The VAMC campus is listed in the National Register of Historic Places for architectural significance of structures that were utilized as a military installation and the original location of Louisiana University. Figure 5, The Historical Location Map, outlines the historical boundaries of the campus as well as the location of the proposed EUL development.

The Pineville and Alexandria area have historic Native American significance as well. As shown on Figure 6, these tribes include the Natchez and the Choctaw of Louisiana. The Choctaw are descendents of eighteenth-century Choctaw settlements in Rapides Parish and the Ouachita River. These settlements flourished from 1780 to 1830. A treaty to remove the Choctaw was signed in 1835 by the federal government but a majority of the tribes refused to relocate to the reservations in Oklahoma at that time. Another attempt at relocation was implemented by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 1900. Some of these tribes came back to the region and modern day groups developed from these tribes include the Jena Band of Choctaw and the Clifton community. Some locations of modern day tribal communities include Enterprise, Monroe and Natchitoches, Louisiana. According to the 2000 US Census, there were 70 Native Americans residing in Pineville, Louisiana.
A review for archaeological digs in the area was conducted with information obtained from the Louisiana Historical Society. Although archaeological digs were documented in the region, none were found to be in the Pineville area near or on the subject site or the VAMC Campus. A review of historical information obtained from the Louisiana State Library and online resources such as the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians Tribal Council and other recognized Native American tribes throughout Louisiana was also conducted. No information on tribal lands or tribal significance was found on or near the VAMC property and no tribal communities were found in the direct vicinity of the VAMC campus.
Alternative 1

This alternative would have no impact on the cultural or historical significance of the area although long-term effects on the amount of homeless veterans in the community that are not receiving assistance can be foreseen by taking no action.

Alternative 2

Changing the layout of the existing structures on the campus has the potential to have a negative impact on the cultural and historical significance of the campus. Any significant change to the original structures on the campus has the potential to shrink the historic district in the area.

Alternative 3

The proposed project is not located within the VAMC campus and would not require any demolition or change of the historic areas, therefore no impact on the cultural or historical significance of the area is foreseen.

5.4 Geology and Soils

Alternative 1

Potential impacts do not apply to this alternative.

Alternative 2

This alternative would have no impact on the geology and soils in the area.

Alternative 3

The United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation Service identified two soil types, as shown in Figure 7, on the subject property: 
RsC—Ruston fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes

This well drained, gently sloping to moderately sloping soil is on uplands. It is loamy and acid throughout. Natural fertility is low. Runoff is rapid. Movement of air and water through the soil is moderate. Plant roots penetrate the soil easily. In places, the soil is moderately eroded.
SmF—Smithdale fine sandy loam, 12 to 20 percent slopes

This well drained, strongly sloping or moderately steep soil is on side slopes on uplands. It is loamy and acid throughout. Natural fertility is low. Runoff is rapid. Movement of water and air through the soil is moderate. In places, the soil is moderately eroded.
These soil types would be ideal for the proposed development. Neither soil type is hydric, a wetland indicator. The soils are well drained but moderately eroded as is evident with the condition of the soils observed near the natural gas lines on the site at the time of the ARGO Systems Phase I ESA. Erosion control measures should be taken into consideration both during the construction phase and along with the final site design as to not cause additional erosion on and around the site.
A review of the Seismic Hazard Map, Figure 8, indicates the proposed site for development is in a low risk area for seismic activity. Foundation and structural design of the proposed improvements will take these factors into consideration. 

Geology maps found on Louisiana Geological Survey indicate that the City of Alexandria is situated on Pleistocene terrace soil. (Geological Map of Louisiana, Figure 9).  The Major Land Resource Area (MLRA) is on the alluvial plain along the lower Red and Ouachita Rivers in Louisiana.
Development of either Alternative 2 or 3 would not have a significant impact on the geology and soils in the area. Minor impact during the construction phase of Alternative 3 is anticipated due to temporary soil displacement during construction, but should be resolved once the project is complete.
5.5 Hydrology and Water Quality

Alternative 1

Potential impacts do not apply to this alternative.

Alternative 2

Due to the fact that structures are already in place in this proposed alternative, no significant impact to hydrology and water quality is expected from this alternative.

Alternative 3

The Topographical Map, Figure 10, shows that the subject property is situated on a ravine that trends east to west with the overall slope to the east. Surface drainage appears to have an eastward flow direction. There are no apparent stream channels at the site.

The proposed building and parking lot expansion will result in the generation of more storm water due to the increased impermeable surfaces.  The proposed design includes construction of a storm water bio-retention basin that will both retard the direct runoff to the receiving stream and improve the storm water discharge quality.  

In the Phase I ESA performed by ARGO Systems, LLC, an interview was conducted with Mr. Scott Berry of the VAMC in regards to the past use of the water well located on the site. In this interview Mr. Berry stated that the existing well on the property was drilled in 1946 and abandoned in 1982 due to excess radon in the water. Ground water will not be used as a water source for the site improvements. Water and sanitary sewer services to the site will be provided by the City of Pineville Public Works, therefore no significant impact is expected from this alternative.
5.6 Wildlife and Habitat
Alternative 1

Potential impacts do not apply to this alternative.

Alternatives 2 and 3

As shown in Figure 11, several endangered or threatened species were identified in Rapides Parish.  The red-cockaded woodpecker is listed as endangered on the US Fish and Wildlife Services Report for the parish. The red-cockaded woodpecker prefers a habitat that includes longleaf pine trees over 60 years old with a cleared underbrush for their ideal habitat. According to the database, the proposed EUL site and surrounding areas do not fit this habitat criteria. It should however, be investigated prior to removal and landscaping, as to whether there are in fact any longleaf pines on the site. 

The Louisiana black bear is also listed as a threatened species in the parish. Although it is a possibility that Louisiana black bear could inhabit the densely wooded areas of this region, development of the proposed EUL site or renovation of existing structures on the campus would have no significant impact to this animal’s habitat due to the fact that this area is a predominantly urban settings including residential and commercial property.

5.7 Noise

Alternative 1

Potential impacts do not apply to this alternative.

Alternatives 2 and 3

Noise concerns from the development of the proposed EUL site or renovation of existing structures are possible. The construction phase of this project would be of most concern but would only be a temporary issue. Once the site has been developed, there would be a potential increase in noise issues based on traffic into and out of the developed property and the residents of the property themselves as well as any potential noise from HVAC systems at the facility itself. This would only be of concern for the residential properties south of the site. Potential noise sources especially the HVAC systems, will be designed with noise criteria in mind.

5.8 Land Use

Alternative 1

Potential impacts do not apply to this alternative.

Alternatives 2 and 3

The VAMC campus and the proposed EUL property have belonged to the Veterans Administration for over 100 years. Development to accommodate multi-family residential use would not pose any potential land use concerns as the Veterans Administration properties are considered government land and are generally exempt from zoning laws.

The proposed EUL property in Alternative 3 fits into the existing land use of the area, especially for the residential properties south of the site.
5.9 Floodplains, Wetlands and Coastal Zone Management
Alternative 1

Potential impacts do not apply to this alternative.

Alternatives 2 and 3

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and National Wetlands Inventory Maps were reviewed and the proposed EUL property and the VAMC campus do not lie in either a flood plain or a wetlands area. These factors would be of no concern to development of either alternative. The FEMA flood map of the area is presented in Figure 12 and the Wetland Inventory Map is presented in Figure 13.  

5.10 Socioeconomics
Alternative 1

Taking no action poses a potential negative impact on the socioeconomics of the area. According to U.S. Census Bureau statistics, there are a significant amount of homeless veterans in the state of Louisiana. Taking no action gives these veterans little opportunity to change their present situation and places the burden of care on homeless shelters in the area. In addition, the potential for rehabilitation and proper care of these homeless veterans is significantly impacted by not creating a facility in connection with the VAMC in the area.

Alternatives 2 and 3

Proposed development of this site is in connection with the US Department of Veterans Affairs and the US Department of Housing and Urban Development’s partnership to eliminate homelessness for veterans within a 5-year timeframe. As stated in section 4 when discussing the alternatives, according to the US Census Bureau, there were 313, 600 residents in the state of Louisiana in 2009. 12,504 of these residents were homeless. Of this number, 1,985 of these homeless residents were veterans. 

Only seven homeless shelters are located in the Homeless Shelter Directory for the cities of Pineville and Alexandria combined. Development of either the proposed EUL property or renovation of other buildings on the campus could be very beneficial to the community and the surrounding region. Not only would development of this site ease overcrowding concerns in the seven area shelters, candidates for this program could receive treatment, counseling, and job placement assistance that could help them become active working members of the community. The project could also increase the economy in the region as well, due to the staffing needs that the new facility would face. With 17.6% of Louisiana’s general population below the poverty level in 2009, additional jobs in this area would be very beneficial for the community.

5.11 Community Services

Alternative 1

Potential impacts do not apply to this alternative.

Alternatives 2 and 3

The Police Jury is the governing authority for Rapides Parish encompassing Alexandria LA., and has a cooperative agreement to supply fire and police protection to the VAMC.  

Stone Environmental interviewed Ms. Paula Brady, a representative of the Rapides Parish Sherriff Office about the policy of police and fire procedures for the subject property.  Ms. Brady stated that Parish Jury will be able to provide police and fire protection services to the proposed EUL property through modification of the existing cooperative service agreement. 
Because the VAMC campus is federally owned, the Rapides Parish Fire Protection does not have jurisdiction onto the property.  In the event of a catastrophe beyond the VAMC property, the VAMC Fire Chief could call Rapides Parish Fire #3 in Alpine for backup, and if needed, the City of Pineville Fire Department.  Both fire departments have a mutual aid agreement with the VAMC.

The VAMC has its own police department for its residents and personnel.  The Rapides Parish Sherriff’s Office provides support in case backup is required.

5.12 Solid and Hazardous Materials

Alternative 1

Potential impacts do not apply to this alternative.

Alternatives 2 and 3
The Alexandria VAMC campus is listed in the US EPA database as a CERCLIS site with a discovery date of August 22, 1990. A preliminary assessment was conducted at the site and was completed on May 29, 2002. The Assessment concluded that the site did not qualify for the National Priorities Listing based on the existing information. The site is listed as a RCRA Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) and also holds a minor air permit. The VAMC campus is also listed as an underground storage tank site (UST). Thirteen USTs are listed for the site, of which seven are active, three are deferred and three have been removed. The status of the VAMC campus does not appear to pose any environmental concerns for the subject property.

The US Forestry Service to the north of the proposed EUL site, holds a minor air permit and is listed in the US EPA database as a Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator. No solid or hazardous materials concerns are anticipated for the site from this generator.

The Proctor and Gamble Manufacturing Company, located approximately one mile to the northeast of the VAMC campus, is listed as a RCRA Large Quantity Generator (LQG), and also holds a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.
The proposed EUL site is undeveloped and, according to the US EPA database, holds no environmental permits. Investigations from the Phase I ESA conducted in 2009 determined that the pump house on the subject property contained asbestos containing materials and lead-based paint and that the abandoned well inside should be capped and the pump house removed prior to site development. The properties directly adjoining the EUL site to the north, east, and south have no record of environmental compliance issues with solid and hazardous materials and do not pose any potential concerns for development of the subject property. A slight increase in solid waste handling will occur with development of this property due to the need for trash pick up at the transitional housing facility. Recycling options for the proposed facility should be explored to reduce the amount of solid waste transported to the area landfills.

5.13 Transportation and Parking

Alternative 1

Potential impacts do not apply to this alternative.

Alternatives 2 and 3

The proposed EUL site and the VAMC campus are located along Shreveport Highway, part of a state highway for the Alexandria/Pineville area. The City of Alexandria Transit Authority (A-TRANS) provides public transportation to the area and currently provides transportation to the VA Medical Center. Figure 14 outlines the bus routes for the area. The A-TRANS bus route currently runs throughout the VAMC on the west side of Shreveport Highway. Adding a bus stop at or near the proposed EUL site should be explored to aid in the ease of access to public transportation for the residents and employees of the property. 

The proposed EUL site design consists of an access drive off of the highway that opens to a drop off at the main entrance to the facility and parking areas surrounding the apartment buildings. The site will also be accessible by bicycle and the proposed site design includes the installation of bicycle racks at the south side of the facility. 

The proposed EUL site will contain approximately 86 rooms per wing with five wings total. There will be a main parking area on the west side of the proposed site with some additional parking to the south and employee parking to the east. In total there will be 152 parking spaces at the site. Although a slight increase in traffic along Shreveport Highway should be expected once the EUL site is developed, the proposed site layout appears to provide adequate parking and drive access that follows code for fire and emergency medical service access to the site.

5.14 Utilities

Alternative 1

Potential impacts do not apply to this alternative.

Alternative 2 and 3

Central Louisiana Electric Company services the area for electricity; Atmos Energy serves the area with natural gas; and the City of Pineville provides water and sanitary sewer. Development of existing buildings on the site should not have an impact on these services as the utilities would already be in place. Development of the EUL site would involve connecting the new site to these services.
5.15 Environmental Justice

Alternative 1

Potential impacts do not apply to this alternative.

Alternative 2
All buildings listed on the sitemap of the VAMC campus are currently in use. Displacement of residents would have to be addressed in order to pursue this alternative.
Alternative 3

The proposed EUL site is currently vacant wooded land and no known environmental concerns exist at the site. Development of the property would not pose any environmental distress to the site nor would it cause any displacement of residence in close proximity to the property. 
5.16 Cumulative Impacts

There are no known projects in the vicinity of the VAMC campus that would pose any environmental impacts in combination with the proposed site development.
5.17 Potential for Generating Substantial Controversy

Mr. Gerald M. DeWorth, Administrative Assistant to the Director at the Alexandria VAMC, was interviewed on November 30, 2011 in regards to any public involvement with the site development. Mr. DeWorth stated that a meeting was held with the Volunteers of America and the VA medical center staff concerning the transitional housing programs and services. The attendees gave very positive feedback on the project and how it will impact the community.  

The proposed EUL development appears to be a welcomed and understood necessity for the transitional, homeless veterans released from the Veteran Affairs Medical Center. In speaking with local officials throughout this assessment, no negative comments were encountered while discussing the proposed site development.

6 PUBLIC iNVOLVEMENT

Stone Environmental did not find negative feedback about the potential for developing housing units for the homeless veterans.  In fact, in speaking with representatives in various governmental offices including representatives of the VAMC in Alexandria, and the feedback received by the Volunteers of America from the meeting recently held, Stone Environmental encountered encouraging feedback and does not anticipate the site development causing any negative impact on the community. 
7 MITIGATION

Alternative 1

No impacts that would involve mitigation are encountered with this alternative.

Alternatives 2 and 3

No significant impacts were encountered in considering the development of either alternative.
8 FINDINGS

The following table presents a matrix evaluation of the various environmental factors, an assessment of the positive or adverse impacts of each factor, and the reasoning for the evaluation.
Table 1

Matrix of Environmental Factors

	ENVIRONMENTAL FACTOR
	POSITIVE IMPACT
	ADVERSE IMPACT
	REASONING

	Aesthetics
	Yes
	No
	The new facility will blend in with the VAMC across Shreveport Highway.  The storm water retention pond and landscaping will enhance the aesthetics of the property.

	Land Use
	Yes
	Slight
	The proposed use of the facility is consistent with the existing land use of the developed portion of the VAMC parcel. The sight incorporates landscaping which includes green spaces, trees, and a retention pond to maintain a natural and appealing design to the site.

	Air Quality
	No
	Slight
	The air quality will be slightly impacted due to the emissions from the additional vehicles expected from the additional residents.

	Cultural Resources
	Yes
	No
	The VAMC campus across the highway is included in the National Register of historical places due to the architectural design of the existing buildings on the property. Development on the proposed EUL site would have no impact on the existing buildings and would not change the historical significance of the area.

	Geology and Soils
	Yes
	Slight
	The soils at the site are prone to erosion. Measures should be incorporated into the site design to minimize erosion concerns.

	ENVIRONMENTAL FACTOR
	POSITIVE IMPACT
	ADVERSE IMPACT
	REASONING

	Wildlife Habitat
	No
	Slight
	No wildlife is impacted, however some vegetation will be lost due to the site development and parking lots.

	Noise


	No
	Temporary
	There will be noise during construction of the proposed project

	Floodplains, Wetland and Coastal Zone
	No
	No
	The site is not in a flood plain, wetland, or a coastal zone.

	Socioeconomics
	Yes
	No
	The facility will benefit the homeless veterans leaving the VAMC. 

	Community Services
	Yes
	Yes
	The facility will benefit the homeless veterans leaving the VAMC as well as homeless veterans in the area, which thereby benefits the surrounding areas.

	Solid and Hazardous Materials
	No
	Slight
	Residents of the facility will generate solid waste that will affect the area due to increased truck use to collect and dispose of the material.  Additional landfill space will be needed accommodating this material. Implementing a recycling program for the development should be considered.

	Transportation and Parking
	No
	Yes
	While bus services exist in the nearby area, many residents will use their own vehicles for transportation.  Although development of a parking lot and access roads reduces green space and surface water runoff quality, the proposed EUL site design includes a detention pond and landscaping to offset these factors.

	Utilities
	No
	Temporary
	Utilities are currently in place near and on the site.  Additional demands will be placed on each of these with construction of the development.

	ENVIRONMENTAL FACTOR
	POSITIVE IMPACT
	ADVERSE IMPACT
	REASONING

	Cumulative Impacts
	Yes
	No
	The project benefits the homeless veterans leaving the VAMC, homeless veterans in the area, and increases the possibility for employment for residents in the community.

	Potential for Generating Substantial Controversy
	Yes
	No
	The project poses a positive impact on veterans exiting treatment at the VAMC, the homeless veterans in the area, residents of the community seeking employment with the VAMC and the area economy. 


9 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Stone Environmental Engineering & Science, Inc. performed this EA in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1970 (NEPA).  This assessment has revealed no evidence of significant environmental conditions that would require preparation of an environmental impact statement.  Stone Environmental recommends that a finding of no significant impact (FONSI) be issued for this site.  
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